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Mycoplasma Service – Frequently asked questions 
 
 
o When? 

1st Tuesday of every month 
 
o Timeline / what do I have to do to prepare my samples? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
o Sample format for submission 

Cell pellet: 104 – 106 cells in a 1.5ml microcentrifuge tube  
Culture supernatant: 3ml. 1.5ml each in two 1.5ml microcentrifuge tubes, or centrifuge 
3ml culture supernatant for 5’, remove ~1.5ml of supernatant and submit the 
remaining 1.5ml in a microcentrifuge tube.  
 

o Sample labelling 
Please label the tubes with your Initials and a number, as on the submission form. 
 

o Price 
AUD 10 / sample 
 

o What method do you use for Mycoplasma detection? 
We are using an in-house developed qPCR assay amended for digital PCR. Samples 
will be run using the QIAcuity digital PCR system. 
 

o What Mycoplasma species are detected? 
We are using a mix of degenerate primers and probes to detect a variety of species, 
including species known to be the most common contaminants of tissue cultures.  
 

o When can I drop off the samples? 
Mon 12-4pm, Tue 8.30-9.30am in the BRF 
 

o What if I can’t culture ³ 4d without antibiotics? 
We will process the samples but be aware that the presence of antibiotics may 
impact the assay efficiency and may mask a low-level mycoplasma infection present 
in the culture. If your sample does contain antibiotics, please indicate which ones on 
the submission form. 

Tue Mon Sat Sun Fri Thu 

Set up culture 
without antibiotics / 
last medium change 

Harvest cells / 
supernatant 
 
Fill out and email 
submission form 
 
Drop off samples 
Mon 12-4pm 
Tue 8.30-9.30am 

Last sample 
submission 
9.30am 
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o Why do you want to know the cell type? 
Each sample will be run with an additional primer/probe mix to detect a highly 
conserved genomic region in mammalian cells which serves as internal control (IC). So 
far, we have tested the IC efficiency on human and mouse DNA but are aware that it 
may not be suitable for the larger variety of cell cultures in our research community. 
Knowing the cell types will help us get to know your individual requirements and will 
allow us to develop more specific controls if required. 
 

o How will I get my results? 
We will send you a report via email once we have analysed the results. 
 

 
o Any more questions? 

Please contact us 
 

BRF Genotyping 
Biomolecular Resource Facility 
John Curtin School of Medical Research 
131 Garran Road (Level2) 
Acton ACT 2601 
 
Phone: +61 2 61251333 
Email: genotyping.brf@anu.edu.au 


